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URBAN PLANNING AND PRESERVATION 
POLICIES ON POST-WAR ČERNIVCI

Iryna Korotun 

The city of Černivci is the administrative 
centre of the Černivci region. Its territory 
based on the General Development Plan 
of 2009 was approximately 153 square 
kilometres[1]. Černivci’s urban develop-
ment took place at certain historical inter-
vals characterized by long wars, changing 
boundaries and political systems and 
subsequent stages of development and 
stagnation. Tables 1–3 give an idea of the 
dynamics of demographic processes and 
spatial growth area.

The historic centre of Černivci has been 
investigated in detail by national experts 
and recognized by international experts 
as a particularly valuable area with a 
unique ensemble of buildings. The ur-
ban environment, including streets and 
squares, has outstanding architectural 
qualities and cultural value. More than 
1,000 buildings are registered as objects 
of cultural heritage, as monuments and 
memorials of architecture, history and 
the industrial development of the city. 

The UNESCO World Heritage List in-
cludes the architectural ensemble of the 
Residence of Bukovinian and Dalmatian 
Metropolitans, today the central building 
of Černivci University. After a period of 
decline, the population is once again rela-
tively stable and increasing slowly.

The population of Černivci has tradition-
ally been multi-ethnic, something reflect-
ed in the unique flavour of the architec-
ture of the city. The historical habitats of 
ethnic populations were reflected in street 
names: Jewish Street (Judengasse in Aus-
trian times), Armenian Street (Armenier-
gasse), Russian Street (Russische Gasse)1 
and Synagogue Street (Synagogengasse), 
as indicated on historic maps. From the 
late 19th century onwards, the city has 
experienced significant expansion. New 
urban environments were successively 
added and the historic compact city blocks 
dating from the Gründerzeit continued to 
be ethnically and religiously mixed. 

The first post-war General Plan was de-
veloped in 1956 by the Kharkiv Branch 

Table 1. Population change Černivci

Year 1880 1900 1930 1990 2004 2014 2032 (1)

Population 44,600 65,767 112,400 257,300 243,500 262,130 285,500

(1) According to forecast in the General Plan.

Table 2. Changes in the composition of the ethnic makeup of Černivci (%)

Ethnic 
composition

Germans Jews Ukrainians Russians Romanians,
Moldovans

Poles

1880 25.3 25.7 18.5 0.05 14.4 15

1900 19.5 32.8 19.8 0.06 14.3 13

1930 23 29 11 0.07 26 7

1990 – 6.1 66.5 17.8 4.9/2.5 1

2001 – 0.01 79.9 11.3 4.5/1.6 0.6

Table 3. Territorial growth of Černivci 
(rounded figures)

Year 1965 1974 2009 2014

Territory, ha 6,000 11,700 15,275 15,635
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of the Ukrainian State Institute of Urban 
Design (Dipromist). Th is General Plan 
rejected major changes to the historic 
centre in favour of urban development 
towards the south [2]. A detailed plan of 
the city of Černivci, scale 1: 2000, was 
created in 1965. Th e authors of the proj-
ect were Chief Engineer Jaremčenko and 
Chief Architect Vendzylovyč of the L’viv 
branch of the Dipromist, and the chief ar-
chitect of the General Plan, Nowakowski. 
Fig. 5.4.1 shows a stamp on the 1965 plan, 
as well as the Mistoprojekt stamp on the 
revised plan from 2012. 

An analysis of the planning documents, 
which were classifi ed a secret during the 
Soviet era, makes it possible to present 
their methodological approaches to urban 
planning. In particular, militant atheism 
was actively incarnated in the public 
consciousness after political parties and 
religious associations and communities 
were abolished. Although the authorities 
would have preferred to destroy the city’s 
religious buildings, they realised that 
this was a step too far. In general terms, 

almost all religious buildings were given 
the number “4”, designated as cultural 
institutions or symbolic monuments to 
be saved for the future. As explained in 
Fig. 1a, this means “object under recon-
struction for public purpose”. Initially, 
the most signifi cant places of worship 
were closed down. Immediately after 
their deconsecration they were destroyed 
or plundered. Th e Historical Museum is 
now housed in the Residence of Bukov-
inian and Dalmatian Metropolitans. Th e 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit at Holovna 
vulycja 67 (present-day Holy Trinity 
Cathedral) was closed in 1961. Th e ashes 
of the Metropolitan of Bukovina and Dal-
matia, Eugene Hackmann, which were 
originally placed in the cathedral, were 
secretly removed, although their present 
whereabouts is unknown. In 1970, after 
its “reconstruction for public purposes”, 
the cathedral underwent a rather unsuc-
cessful change of use into an exhibition 
hall for the achievements of the national 
economy. Frescoes by the Viennese paint-
er Karl Jobst (1835–1907) were destroyed, 

except for one painting on the ceiling. 
Th e Greek Catholic Church of St. Peter 
and St. Paul at vulycja Rus´ka 28 (pres-
ent-day Church of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin) was used as a warehouse 
and the priest deported to one of Stalin’s 
camps. Th e Armenian Church at vulycja 
Ukraïns’ka 30 was used by the Salvation 
Society as a warehouse for boats. Th e 
wooden churches of St. Nicholas, the As-
sumption, the Nativity and St, Spyridon’s 
and the Holy Trinity Church in Klokučka 
at vulycja Zoločivska 74 were used as 
warehouses, drill halls or simply fell into 
disuse. St. Paraskeva’s Church at vulycja 
Zankovec’ka 24 was reconstructed as a 
chess club. Th e architectural appearance 
of a further three places of worship was to-
tal changed by reconstruction, including 
the former Jewish Reform Temple, which 
had been burnt down in July 1941.

In 1959, the former synagogue re-
opened as the October Th eatre. Today 
it houses the Černivci Cinema (Figure 
5.4.2). Th e old synagogue on Synagogue 
Street (vulycja Synahohy) currently hous-

 Stamps on the General Plan for Černivci from a) 
Dipromist 1965 and b) Mistoprojekt 2012

Černivci Temple: historically and as it appears now as the Černivci Cinema.
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es a textile factory and furniture shop. 
Only one synagogue remained active, on 
L. Kobylicji Street. (Another Synagogue, 
on vul. Sadovs’koho, was later re-opened.)

Detailed General Plan projects by the 
L’viv branch of Ukrainian State Institute 
of Urban Design (Dipromist) anticipated 
devastating changes to the historic city of 
Černivci. Many streets were to be wid-
ened; for example, Holovna (in Soviet 
times Stalin Prospect, later Lenin Street), 
Sahajdačnoho, Škil’na, Šeptyc’koho and 
Gagarin Street, all leading to the demoli-
tion of historic buildings. 

Th e buildings on the eastern side of 
Central’na Square (present-day Nos. 3–6, 
as well as Nos. 1–19, 2–24 and Sadovs’ko-
ho Street Nos. 1, 3 and 5), were scheduled 
for demolition to make space for pedestri-
an areas. Th e planned new public spaces 
in the form of squares and parks would 
have caused the demolition of a large 
part of the city centre’s historic buildings. 
Buildings along the streets Tchaikovsky, 
Beethoven and Sholom Aleichem were 
to be completely demolished, along with 
the Černivci Philharmonic Hall, a historic 
monument and the former home of the 
Musical Society (Musikverein). Th is was 
to be replaced by a decorative pool. 

One can only guess as to what pre-
vented these devastating plans from being 
implemented, thus saving the historic 
centre. Was it due to a change in gov-
ernment policy on historic environments 
or other economic, political or practical 
circumstances? Obviously, the situation as 
it developed after World War II has been 
advantageous for the preservation of his-
toric Černivci; the massive construction 

The Old Synagogue, Großschul, at Synagogue Street 31, current appearance. Detail of the main facade. 
Photos by the author, autumn 2014

The Jewish Hospital at Synagogue Street 29. During the Soviet era. this was Municipal Hospital No. 2. In 
2002, Černivci City Council decided to convert it into offi  ces. Photo by the author, autumn 2014.

The Hassidic Zaddik Friedmann Residence at 
Vasile Alexandri Street in Sadhora (Sadagora). 

Current state of the Jewish cemetery ceremonial 
hall Beit Kaddish, built 1905.
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works over the course of 50–60 years were 
mainly confi ned to the southern exten-
sions of the city and barely changed the 
historic city centre. Th e new city districts 
grew up in the former areas of urban or-
chards. Th e rapid development of the city 
and the increasing population created a 
need for territorial expansion. In 1965, the 
settlement of Sadhora (Sadagora), north 
of the Prut River, was also incorporated 
into the city, forming a separate admin-
istrative district with the settlements 
Lenkivci, Rohizna and Stara Žučka [2]. 
For various ideological reasons, in the fi rst 

decades of communism, the architectural 
value of buildings was not always recog-
nized; however, historical documents do 
provide us with some evidence of research 
into historic preservation. Th e resolutions 
of USSR Council of Ministers No. 970 
of 08.24.1963 and No. 442 of 09.06.1979 
defi ned 11 objects in Černivci as national 
monuments of architecture.

After 1979, domestic researchers and 
scientists began studies of historic build-
ings that should be considered in the 
ongoing General Plan project for the city. 
A signifi cant contribution in this regard 

was made in 1986 by a report commis-
sioned by the Offi  ce of Cultural Built 
Heritage in Ukraine from the Historical 
Institute NDTI in Kyïv, as background 
research for the General Plan for the 
urban development of Černivci. Th is was 
the fi rst comprehensive, scientifi c study of 
built heritage in Černivci. Although other 
research had proposed recommendations 
for radical changes in the status of the 
city centre, this work created a platform 
for the development of local scientifi c re-
search activities for historic preservation. 
It should be noted that the subsequent 
General Plan for Černivci was linked 
to the state budget until 1991 and had a 
more schematic approach to planning 
the development of the physical urban 
environment. Th e physical General Plan 
focused on functional zoning, basically 
diff erentiating areas of industrial and 
residential development. In addition, the 
General Plan included an appropriate jus-
tifi cation for the expansion of the urban 
area, to take place at regular intervals, cf. 
Table 3. Documentation prepared for the 
General Plan served as the basis for ap-
proving new city limits at diff erent levels 
of government, up to fi nal approval by the 
Council of Ministers of the USSR.

Project for the reconstruction of Ol’ha 
Kobyljans’ka Street (vulycja Ol’hy 
Kobyljans’koï). Documentation of 
historical buildings began in 1986, under 
the management of the chief architect 
of Černivci, Serhej Evhenovyč Zubarev 
and the Executive Committee of Čer-
nivci City Council, led by Mayor Pavel 
Kaspruk Pavel. Th e title of the project was 
Černivci. Buildings at O. Kobyljans’ka 
street. Restoration and reconstruction 
of the street according to a historical 

Part of the General Plan 1965, Document AP -1 DMA GP. In the centre: The Philharmonic Hall was to give 
way to make space for an indoor market and new cultural and educational institutions (marked “4”). This 
plan was abandoned in 2004, and the Philharmonic Hall was preserved and renovated. The yellow strip in 
the lower right corner shows planned advanced semi-detached buildings – instead, the old buildings here 
are preserved.
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– architectural basic plan. Th e project 
design was elaborated by the L’viv work-
shop for the restoration of architectural 
complexes of the Ukrproektrestavratsiya 
(the present-day design institute Ukrzach-
idproektrestavracja), a branch of the State 
Construction Committee of the USSR. 
Th e workshop was led by I.R. Mohytyč. 
Th e authors of the architectural project 
were Evhen Omeljanovyč Kozymka 
(chief project architect), Viktor M. Roho-
zov, A.S. Sirota and Iryna Jaworski, who 
were joined after 1988 by I. Kovalyšyn and 
I. Hrycak. Th is work continued for fi ve 
years until 1991. In accordance with the 
agreement, documentations was prepared 
regarding the comprehensive research, 
including chemical analyses of original 
facades, historical-architectural references 
and design decisions. Th e documents 
presented proposals for improvement 
and conceptual designs for restoration 
and manufacturing, drawings of façades 
restorations and technological estimates. 
Th is work was presented in fi ve volumes 
of project documents, colour schemes and 
other visual materials and photographs, as 
well as the results of archival research.

Th is work was a unique example of 
the comprehensive development of ar-
chitectural planning documentation and 

Holovna Street north of Central’na Square. Main Street. School of the Central Square. The buildings on the 
eastern (right) side of the street were subject to demolition, according to the General Plan (GP) 1965.

The pedestrianized Ol’ha Kobyl’jans’ka Street. 
Photo from outside Holy Trinity Cathedral [3].
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guidelines for the reconstruction, resto-
ration, revitalization and improvement 
of the historic environment not only in 
Černivci and the western regions, but 
also in the whole Ukraine. It should be 
noted that the progressive views of the 
local authorities were crucial to imple-
menting this work, even if funding was 
envisaged to come from the state budget. 
Th e concept turned out to be ahead of its 
time by two decades and the project was 
put on hold for quite some time. Further 
work in this fi eld was initiated by Mayor 
Mykola T. Fedoruk, in preparation for 
the 600th anniversary in 2008 of the fi rst 
written mention of the city of Černivci in 
1408. Adjustments of the documentation 
and supplying software were performed 
by the Černivci branch of the Ukrainian 
Scientifi c Research Institute, SRI Proek-
trekonstrukcja. Černivci City Council 
also commissioned a revised Basic His-
torical-Architectural Plan, which was 
accomplished by R. I. Mohotyč.

Historical-Cultural protected area.
Since gaining independence, Ukraine has 
intensifi ed social and scientifi c activities 
connected with historic preservation. 
Based on the Basic Historical-Architec-
tural Plan prepared by the design insti-

tute Ukrzahidproekt-restoration, in 1995 
Černivci City Council decided to declare 
the city centre of Černivci, an area of 
226 hectares, a historically and culturally 
protected (IKZT) area. Between 2002 
and 2004, the Kyïv Institute NDITI de-
termined more exactly the historical areas 
of Černivci.

Panorama Central Square. Buildings that were scheduled for demolition in order to make space for a 
“pedestrian area”.

The pedestrianized Ol’ha Kobyljans’ka Street. In 
perspective, the former hotel “Golden Lion” [3]

Historic areas of Černivci.

In 2003, the First International Con-
ference on Architectural Heritage of 
Černivci’s Austrian Period was held at 
Černivci National University. Domestic 
scholars from Kyïv, L’viv and Černivci, 
including Svitala Bilenkova, Larisa 
Vandjuk and Iryna Korotun, presented 
their research fi ndings about Černivci to 
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the conference. Th e conference played a 
major role in correlating the search and 
research activities of its participants. In 
particular, the conference discussed the 
concept of Černivci as a possible object 
for the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Researchers at the Černivci National 
University spent a considerable length of 
time preparing a Nomination Dossier for 
the inclusion of the architectural ensem-
ble of the Residence of Bukovinian and 
Dalmatian Metropolitans on the UNES-
CO World Cultural Heritage List. Th eir 
work bore fruit and, on 24 June 2011, the 
35th Session of the World Heritage Com-
mittee of UNESCO voted in favour of its 
inclusion. Th e buildings in the ensemble 
are today used by the Juryj Fed’kovyč 
National University of Černivci.

Th e new status enjoyed by this object, and 
the subsequent worldwide recognition it 
received, demanded changes, adjustments 
and improvements to maintenance and 
management befi tting a World Heritage 
Site. Th ere is currently an urgent need 
for the transformation of the existing 
system of exploitation, in terms of resto-

ration work, optimisation of excursions, 
tourism management, infrastructure im-
provements and so on. For the purpose 
of solving these problems, on 23.03.2012 
pursuant to Order No. 46 of Černivci 
University, a centre was established for the 
management of the UNESCO site.

The buff er zone object list. In accor-
dance with the Convention Concerning 
the Conservation of the World Cultural 
and Natural Heritage, a buff er zone 
covering an area of 244.85 hectares was 
defi ned, designed to eff ectively protect 
the environment around the World Heri-
tage object and to create an organic world 
heritage area. Th e management of the 
buff er zone is subject to legal regulation. 

Its aim is to preserve the authentic contex-
tual environment in which the object of 
cultural heritage is included on the UN-
ESCO World Heritage List. In order to 
develop the mechanisms of management, 
coordination and decision-making within 
the buff er zone of the UNESCO object, 
as well as to conduct scientifi c research 
and technical, informational, cultural 
and educational activities, on 21 May 2013 
(No. 252/9), the Executive Committee of 
Černivci City Council established a Co-
ordination Centre for the management 
of the buff er zone around the UNESCO 
heritage of Černivci, including necessary 
regulations [4].

On the map below, the pink line delin-
eates the World Heritage object itself and 

The object on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List – the former Residence of Bukovinian and 
Dalmatian Metropolitans in Černivci.

Excerpt from the Nomination Dossier UNESCO. Map of nominated area and buff er zone. Pink colour: 
boundaries of the object – Residence of Bukovinian and Dalmatian Metropolitans, an area of eight hectares. 



406

P O S T - WA R  U R B A N  P L A N N I N G  A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

the yellow line the buff er zone, prepared 
as part of the Nomination Dossier by the 
Working Group of Černivci University 
with the participation of the head of the 
Cultural Heritage Department of Černiv-
ci City Council and agreed by the Scien-
tifi c Research Institute of the Ministry of 
Culture Studies of Ukraine on 14 January 
2010. Th e materials developed included 
information on follow-up projects within 
the framework of the General Plan for the 
city of Černivci.

Th e last but one General Plan for the city 
was developed and approved in 2004. It 
provided for the preservation and devel-
opment of production capacity, popula-
tion growth, large residential and public 
construction and the development of 
new areas to meet urban needs. However, 
a protracted crisis caused the indefi nite 
suspension of the development of the city 
and thus the basis of implementing the 
plan. Th ere were signifi cant losses and 
changes within the sphere of economic 

activity. Most large industrial enterprises 
were on the verge of bankruptcy or even 
inactive. A large number of production 
facilities and small private fi rms, mainly 
commercial and warehouses, had been 
sold up and stood empty. In addition, 
over the past decade there has been a 
signifi cant urbanisation of villages in 
areas adjacent to the city. Th ese new 
considerations must be incorporated into 
the planning and development of urban 
planning procedures.

Th e National Planning Institute Mis-
toprojekt is amending the Černivci plan. 
Th e total cost of the work is estimated at 
almost UAH 980,000. Renewed growth 
is slowly emerging. Th e previous General 
Plan forecast a population of 250,000 by 
the end of 2020; however, this fi gure had 
already reached 262,000 by 2014. With 
this development in mind, the revised 
General Plan envisages that by 2032 the 
city will have approximately 285,500 in-
habitants, but that there may be marginal 
changes in housing, cultural institutions, 
settings, engineering development and 
transport infrastructure. It is estimated 
that 84% of the population will live in 
apartment buildings. Th e General Plan 
provides for the city’s main growth areas 
to be confi ned to the tourism and the 
service sectors.

According to the statement by Chief 
Architect S.S. Homonovyč, they will still 
be demand in some industrial areas with-
in engineering, food processing, wood 
processing, chemicals and construction 
materials. Th e draft General Plan also 
provides areas for recreation on the banks 
of the Prut River. It is also planned to es-
tablish entertainment and sports facilities 
in an equipped park along the waterfront. 
Th ere is also a plan for a unifi ed citywide Detail of the General Plan for Černivci in 2014 with the designation of use of diff erent areas.
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system of important major and minor 
roads and the construction of the third 
stage of bypass roads, combined with 
green-wave traffi  c signal coordination. 
A smaller ring road includes the streets 
Gagarina, Nikopols’ka, Stavropols’ka and 
Prospekt Nezaležnosti (Independence 
Avenue). A greater ring road includes the 
streets Moskovs’koï Olimpiady (Mos-
cow Olympics), Izmail’s’ka, Kalinivs’ka, 
Chotyns’ka, Vasile Alexandri, Dunajs’ka 
(Danube), Zavods’ka (Factory) and 
Halyc’kyj Šljach (Galician Road). A 
one-way system is also proposed to relief 
traffi  c in the city centre. Th is will aff ect 
the streets Bohdana Chmel’nyc’koho, 
Lesi Ukraïnky, 29 Bereznja and Arona 
Pumnula and parts of Červonoarmijs’ka, 
Sadova, Rus’ka and Sahajdačnoho. In 
the future, the city centre will be closed 
to car traffi  c. Th is will require the repair 
and expansion of detour streets and the 
construction of a network of car parks 
outside the city centre.

In Agreement No. 1/12 of 26.01.2012, 
the Department of Urban Planning and 

Land Relations of Černivci City Council 
and the State Institute of Urban Design 
Mistoprojekt concluded that the General 
Plan for Černivci was to be adjusted. Th e 
estimated cost of these works is USD 
978,102. Th e structure of planning docu-
mentation includes:
1. Project amending the General Plan.
2. Planning of land for urban development 

and organisation of urban expansion.
3. Zoning Plan for the city.

By order of the Mayor of Černivci (Or-
der No. 17-p, 24.01.2012), three working 
groups were established for the prepara-
tion of the design task of planning doc-
umentation, including the adjustment of 
the General Plan for Černivci. Subgroup 
meetings were held to identify the key 
problems, as well as priorities and the 
scope of the urban planning, dealing with 
the discrepancies between the existing 
General Plan and changes to the socioec-
onomic situation of the past decade and 
Ukrainian legislation. Concrete proposals 
were prepared concerning urban planning 
with regard to state and public interests 

and perspectives were defi ned regarding 
the territorial development and func-
tional zoning of the city. Th is included 
fundamental proposals for the protection 
of cultural heritage, the development of 
services, systems and vehicle engineering, 
landscaping and engineering protection 
areas. Proposals made at subgroup meet-

Development of the left bank of the river through the city: a) a detail from the General Plan; b) aerial photograph.

Public Discussion of the General Plan for Černivci, 
25 May 2014 in the Palace of Culture (former Jewish 
House), Theatre Square 5. Chief Architect N. P. 
Syvenka is making a presentation.
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ings formed the basis of this work, later 
agreed to by the State Enterprise State 
Institute of Urban Design Mistoprojekt
and approved by the Secretary of Černivci 
City Council.

Th e Law of Ukraine On Access to Public 
Information, which came into force in 
2011, provided the public with access to 
“public information” in the city planning 
process, including general plans for cities 
– something that had previously been 
regarded as more or less secret. Previously, 
Černivci City Council has marked Gen-
eral Plan documents as “for offi  cial use 
only”, implying signifi cant restrictions 
af access to many important documents 
regarding the city. In addition, the City 
Council transferred all ownership of the 
General Plan to the State Design Institute 
Mistoprojekt.

In 2014, procedures took place for 
approving the General Plan for Černivci, 
covering a period of 25 years. Th e city 
area increased by 360 hectares of land by 
including Novoselyc’kyj, the village of 
Mahala and the area along Storožynec’ka 
Street and the South Ring.

In 1991, the passing of the Law of 
Ukraine On Freedom of Conscience and 
Religious Organizations opened up new 
possibilities regarding old religious build-
ings, specifi cally pursuant to Article 17, 
which provided for the transfer of prop-
erty from state and municipal ownership 
to religious organizations, meaning that, 
all registered religious organizations could 
apply to use former places of worship. 
Th e Holy Trinity Cathedral, Th e Greek 
Catholic Cathedral of the Assumption, 
the Trinity Church in Klokučka and 
many other churches, including all of 

the city’s wooden churches, were restored 
and reconsecrated. Th is work is ongoing 
and follows on from the reconstruction 
and restoration of the Residence of the 
Hassidic Rabbi Friedman in Sadhora 
(Sadagora).

Once again, Černivci has various na-
tional and cultural societies: the Jewish 
Community of Bukovina; the Černivci 
Regional Association for Jewish Culture 
“Elias Steinbarg”; Černivci Jewish Com-
munity and Cultural Foundation; the 
Černivci welfare fund Hesed Shushana; 
the Černivci Regional Association of 
Polish Culture “Adam Mickiewicz”; the 
scientifi c and educational association 
“Aron Pumnul”; the cultural foundation 
the House of the Romanian Language; 
the Černivci Regional Branch of the 
Ukraine-Romania Association; the Čer-
nivci Oblast Company Stejarul and the 
Černivci Regional Association of Roma-
nian Culture “Mihai Eminescu”.

Th ere is also the Muslim NGO Peace-As-
sal; Černivci City Organization of 
Belarusians and the Ukrainian Union of 
Belarusians; the Černivci organization of 
German youth in Ukraine Bukovynskyj 
Phoenix; the Černivci Regional Associ-
ation of Austrian-German Culture; the 
Černivci Oblast Armenian national-cul-
tural society Arevik; the Černivci Oblast 
NGO the Russian Community of Buk-
ovina; and the Černivci Oblast Russian 
Cultural Society “Academician Andrei 
Sakharov”.

After lengthy reconstruction, in 
September 2011 a ceremony was held to 
mark the reopening of the Kornschul 
Synagogue on Sadovs´koho Street. Th e 
reconstruction was sponsored by the Rohr 
family and the US businessman Aron 

The proposed ring road passing the airport: a) General Plan; b) aerial photograph.
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Mayberg. In addition, Aron Mayberg 
presented a Torah scroll to the synagogue. 
Th e ceremony began in the former Temple 
Synagogue (now the Černivci Cinema). 
Th ere, in the presence of many guests, 
including the head of the regional admin-
istration Michail Papiev, the fi nal letter 
was written onto the Torah scroll, which 
was then carried in procession beneath a 
chuppah, a ceremonial canopy, through 
the streets to the reopened synagogue. Th e 
crowded procession was accompanied 
by music performed by Lev Feldman’s 
klezmer orchestra Leo Feldman, joined 
by dancing rabbis and Jewish leaders on 
Central’na Square.

During the period since Ukraine’s 
independence, urban planning policy 
in Černivci has made signifi cant steps 
towards improving land use, preserving 
cultural heritage, developing infrastruc-
ture and generally improving the city. 
Th is is facilitated by a new legislative plat-
form that is con stantly being improved. 
In addition, Černivci is seeking to revive 
architectural-construction education in 
the city, to which end Černivci University 
opened a Department of Architecture in 
2007. Černivcians are working on issues 

related to restoring the former glory of 
Černivci, allowing the city and Ukraine 
in general to return to the bosom of the 
European family of nations to the great 
benefi t of all parties.

Synagogue Beit Tfi la Benjamin. Museum of Bukovina Jews, in the Jewish House.  

The Neo-Renaissance Kornschul Synagogue at 
Sadovs’koho Street 11 [6]. Reconstruction project 
architect Larissa Vandjuk.

Procession through the streets of Černivci from 
the Temple to the on Kornschul Synagogue, 25 
September 2011.
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